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     As we head into the new season, I want to extend a warm welcome to all new 
residents joining our beautiful community. We are fortunate to live in a Village filled 
with caring neighbors and dedicated volunteers who give their time to make this a 
wonderful place to call home. 
     Our Property Owners Association is a 501(c)(4) not-for-profit organization, made 
up entirely of volunteers who are committed to serving the best interests of our resi-
dents and supporting the elected Board of Trustees. We take pride in fostering com-
munity engagement, addressing local concerns, and helping ensure that our Village 
continues to thrive. We maintain an active social media presence and use email blasts 
to inform our residents of important events and updates. The EPOA works year-round 
to serve, support, and strengthen our community.  
     We encourage all residents to attend our meetings, share ideas, and get in-
volved—your participation strengthens our collective voice and helps shape the future 
of our community. Our meetings provide an informal environment within which to 
share information, ask questions, get answers and get things accomplished. Absent 
conflicts, we are joined by our Mayor, Trustees from our Village Board, the Board of 
Education and the Library, as well as liaisons from our many community committees 
such as Parks and Recreation, Traffic Commission, Community Engagement, EAB and 
our Civic Beautification Committee. At meetings, expect to see our Student Ambassa-
dors, Directors and Executive Board members as well as many former executive 
board members. Special guest stars include our Village Historian and Chamber of 
Commerce. Come see how your volunteer-led EPOA is keeping our Village moving 
forward—together.   
     On a personal note, I take great pride in upholding the values set forth by the Vil-
lage's Community Agreement. At its forefront, the Agreement set forth an apolitical 
approach to its governmental structure. Please know that the EPOA's mission is one 
of service, collaboration, and community pride. Together, we can rise above any divi-
siveness and keep our focus where it belongs: on the well-being of our Village and 
the neighbors we care about.  
     Wishing everyone a joyful holiday season and a wonderful year ahead in our 
Village! 
                                                                                        Warm regards, 
                                                                                        June 
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Library Update—Mary Maguire 
 
     The Library launched a new Library Facebook page “Garden City Public Library – NY” (and rebrand-
ed its Instagram) on October 1, to share and engage with patrons, and an improved Library Website 
will be up and running by the end of the year. The Library parking lot is presently being repaved, com-
plete with the installation of improved lighting. The HVAC project was completed in the spring of 2025 
making the Library more comfortable year-round.  
     From January to June of 2025, 83,663 patrons visited the library. This is 14,245 more than in the 
previous year’s January to June statistics.  
    A Library Survey Report was issued this month. It had run from June 1 to June 30—online only—
using SurveyMonkey. Thanks to all the 1292 people who responded to this endeavor. A summary of the 
survey identified strong needs for more study rooms, additional Meeting/Program Space for Community 
Groups and improved program space. In response, the Library Board of Trustees are developing plans 
to renovate the lower level. When funding is approved, many of these issues will be addressed. 
    The Library held a week of special events to invite residents of all ages to celebrate the Ryder Cup. 
The Library is supporting community initiatives, including handmade cards for veterans as part of “The 
Great Give Back” being presented at the American Legion Ladies Auxiliary’s Meet the Veteran program 
held on November 11 at the Library. The Library will join Assemblyman Ra’s Holiday Toy Drive to bene-
fit the John Theissen Children’s Foundation and the Child Life Program at NYU Langone Hospital; and a 
Blood Drive will be held on February 26, 2026.  
    We thank all the Village Trustees, especially Trustee Torino, for their great dedication to the needs of 
the Garden City Library. 
******************************************************************************************************         

     

 Cultural and Recreation News—Bill Garry 
GC Pool 
     Pool season 2025 was a very good season. Total revenues met plan expectations. Lower family 
memberships were offset by greater levels of senior members and guests’ books sales. Pool slide re-
placement, delayed for this season, will begin with engineering and site redevelopment this fall.   
Synthetic Field at St Paul’s 
     After years of analysis and debate, a synthetic turf playing field was proposed and approved for in-
stallation at St Paul’s field. Over the past five years the level of natural grass field utilization has in-
creased twofold. At the same time the Rec Commission committed to an “organic only” grass treatment 
program. The combination of these realities resulted in poor playing conditions on the natural turf 
fields. The Rec was faced with the choice of restricting use resulting in eliminating some youth sports 
teams or adding an enduring playing surface of artificial turf. Artificial turf fields can handle twice as 
many games per day as natural turf. 
     The synthetic turf field selected is the latest version available which has been approved statewide 
for use in youth sports. All elements of the field have been reviewed at length with the EAB. Please 
contact the Rec Office if you would like a full analysis of the materials used. 
     The new field’s location on St Paul’s is centrally located an equal distance from Stewart Ave, Rocka-
way Ave and St James Cresent—this was considered the least intrusive location. It will also be adjacent 
to the bathroom facilities. The field will not have lights. The field will be “striped“ for all team sports 
except football. The field will be surrounded by a four-foot fence. Please contact the Rec Office for fur-
ther details if you so desire. 
************************************************************************************ 

EPOA 2026 Scholarship 
 

     It is with pleasure that the Eastern Property Owners’ Association announces that it will once again 
award a $1000 scholarship to a high school senior who resides in the Eastern section of Garden City. 
     The candidates or their family must be dues paying members of the EPOA. They must be currently 
attending either public or private high school and planning to attend college full time in the fall of 2026. 
The focus of this scholarship is community service. Candidates can obtain applications from the EPOA 
website or the Garden City High School Guidance office after January 16, 2026. The deadline for appli-
cations will be in April 2026. 
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  Village Update 

Mayor Ed Finneran 

******************************************************** 
Happy fall folks…the BOT has been working hard at Village Hall over 
the past few months and here’s a little update: 
 
Suit filed against the Town of Hempstead Re-Zoning of the 
Hub: In early October, the Village filed an action in Nassau County 
Supreme Court challenging the Town of Hempstead’s (“TOH”) rezon-
ing of the Nassau Coliseum site. We alleged that the TOH blindly re-
lied on the Nassau County Legislature’s environmental review for LV 
Sands’ casino project and that the rezoning is based on that flawed 
environmental review. The rezoning, if unchecked, facilitates the es-
tablishment of a gaming entity and/or other large-scale development 
at the Nassau Coliseum site and the adjacent Marriott Hotel parcel.  

Our action also alleges that Nassau County’s Environmental Impact 
Statement (“EIS”), a key component of the County’s plan to have the 
LV Sands casino project pass legal muster, failed to take the requi-
site “hard look” at the potential impacts of either Sands’ proposed 
project or the rezoning, in violation of the State Environmental Quali-
ty Review Act (“SEQRA”). Further, we believe the TOH improperly 
relied on said EIS, which was focused on Sands’ proposed project 
and did not adequately analyze the rezoning as an independent ac-
tion. We will keep you updated on developments. 

Propel New York: We are awaiting the final proposed pathway for 
the two new transmission cables which will run from the south shore 
under the sound and into the Bronx and Westchester. We expect to 
hear from the New York Power Authority/Transco partnership in the 
coming weeks. To remind folks, since the spring, the Village has 
been working closely with Propel New York senior staffers to mitigate 
disruption on major roadways in our eastern section.  

Airplane Noise: Environmental Advisory Board (EAB) member Lau-
rence Quinn has prepared a presentation on the ongoing airplane 
noise issues our residents face every day, especially over this past 
summer. Apparently, two-and-a-half times more planes flew over 
Garden City in July versus January 2025 (13,107 vs 5,346) despite 
total airport operations showing only a 15% increase in total airport 
volume (40,707 vs 35,468). In the presentation he discusses the liti-
gation TVASNAC (Town, Village, Aircraft Safety and Noise Abatement 
Committee) that the Town of Hempstead and the Town of North 
Hempstead have filed on behalf of several named individuals against 
the FAA and PANYNJ to address these issues. To view his presenta-
tion, visit the EAB page on the Village website. Note: If you ever 
need to file a noise related action against the Port Authority of NY/
NJ, you’ll need to file it with the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA). The EAB can assist if need be.   

7th Street and Parking Issues: Due to recent concerns regarding 
illegal U-turns and parking on 7thStreet and in Parking Field 7S, the 
Police Department has increased their enforcement efforts targeting 
drivers who pose a threat to public safety. As a result, Officers and 
Police Aides issued 436 tickets in this area during a recent two-week 
period including 99 tickets for illegal U-Turns. Motorists are reminded  
that in addition to the negative impact that illegal U-turns have on 
pedestrian safety, violators are subject to receiving a $243 fine and 
two points on their license.                             Continued on page 4 
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Village Update continued from page 3 

 
Water Tests: In recent weeks, residents may have received notices in the mail from outside water com-
panies regarding water test kits. Please be advised these notices are not from the Village. The Garden 
City Water Department mails an annual Drinking Water Quality Report in May and periodic notices about 
your water throughout the year. These mailers clearly indicate the Village as the source of information.  
If you'd like to request a free lead test, please contact the GC Water Department at 516-465-4003.  

Sign up for the Village App: Quick reminder--the (fairly) new MyGardenCity mobile app is available to 
be downloaded 24/7!! It allows residents to access information, submit service requests, get notifications 
and more! It’s quite convenient and should be on every resident’s mobile phone, laptop or desktop. Visit 
the App store and download MyGardenCity today! For a quick tutorial, visit the Village website. 

Marine Corps Property: As a result of the Government shutdown, activity at the 605 Stewart Avenue 
site remains unchanged. In fact, the physical and environmental inspection tentatively scheduled for late 
this month was cancelled. When it's rescheduled, our contact at the Marine Corps Installations Command 
will reach out and keep us posted if and when control of the site passes to the Navy Department. Thank 
you to our own Frank Tauches. 
 
Western Fire House: Our Superintendent of Buildings, Giuseppe Giovanniello, has been sharpening his 
pencil on the latest proposal from our preferred contractor. It’s been a lengthy period of analysis and 
study of several proposals and many subcontractors. We hope to present the plans at an upcoming No-
vember or December BOT meeting.   

************************************************************************************* 

Civic Beautification Committee Report—Althea Robinson 

 

   At the end of spring 2025, we said goodbye to the thousands of tulips adorning the business districts. 
Now, with fall evolving into winter, we say goodbye to the waning displays of magnificent mums expand-
ed this fall throughout the business districts, at Village Hall, the Gazebo, Village monuments, flag poles, 
signs and other significant areas throughout the Village.  Upcoming: Leaf collection! 
   Thanks and credit are due to the efforts of the Village team: Andy Hill, Assistant Superintendent of 
Parks and Recreation … to John Borroni Superintendent of Public Works … to Joe Umana, Village Arbor-
ist/horticulturist and his crew; and to Joe’s 2-man floral/shrub planters, Tom Amato and Jake Babsen … 
to Vinny Muldoon, Trustee Liaison to the 9-member Civic Beautification Advisory Committee (CBC) … to 
CBC member Bill Kuhl, former award winning landscape architect for his tree design input … and to CBC 
co-chair Chris Broder for his copious records of team effort – all working  together to enhance landscap-
ing throughout the Village. 
   This fall, efforts were stepped up in readiness for the Ryder Cup celebration which brought out thou-
sands of residents and out of town revelers to our Village. Mum displays were embellished extensively on 
Seventh Street and new landscaping was added to New Hyde Park Road.  
   For the first time, an extensive array of mums was added to Seventh Street, east of Franklin, the “Face 
of our Village; and following the Village’s complete renovation of the historic Garden City Toll Lodge, new 
landscaping was added around the building and surrounding grounds, plus Parking Field 6E behind the 
building has been spruced up. 
   New plantings/shrubs and florals have been added to “Welcome to Garden City” entry signs, not ad-
dressed in the past. Bulbs have been planted for spring, and 75 more trees planted this fall. Some 35-
plus deleterious trees have been removed along with 15 stumps by the contracted 4TS Service Co. aided 
by Joe Umana and his crew utilizing our new inhouse stump removal machine. The process is ongoing. 
Motto: “one tree down, another up!” 
   The CBC wishes to make residents aware of the tremendous amount of behind-the-scenes work ac-
complished by the Village and advisory CBC team. Various areas of concern have been and are being ad-
dressed. In the 20 months since Joe Umana joined the Village as arborist, productivity has escalated at a 
tremendous pace. His work ethic, drive and energy, also instilled in his tree crew and 2-man floral plant-
ing team, has made all the difference as evidenced in Fall 2025. Please direct questions related to tree 
planting or specific concerns to Andy Hill at Parks and Recreation.  



 
 Board of Education Update—Kristen Pappas 

Student & District Recognitions 

     Garden City High School continues to shine across academics, arts, and athletics. GCHS was ranked 
#2 on Long Island by U.S. News & World Report, named a National Blue Ribbon School (unfortunately 
the US Department of Education discontinued this honor), and designated a School of Excellence by the 
New York State Public High School Athletic Association. Three seniors, Olivia Allsbrook, Sophia Lippens, 
and Sarah Phinney, were named 2026 National Merit Scholarship Semi-Finalists. In science, Sarah Phin-
ney and John Crouchley were named among the top 10 winners worldwide in the Junior Scientists and 
Young Explorers Meta competition, joined by Taylor Maguire, an International Science and Engineering 
Fair finalist.  
     GCHS inducted 41 new members into the National Art Honor Society. The district congratulates Bri-
ana Taylor, whose artwork was selected for the 2025–26 District Calendar cover, beautifully capturing 
each school building and community landmark. High School student-artists Tina Tu and Tessa Frascogna 
were recognized by the Long Island Arts Alliance as Scholar-Artists in visual arts and dance.  
     Artistic excellence continues in music, with Emily Pulver and Sarah Phinney selected for the NYSSMA 
All-State Performing Ensembles, along with seven alternates who will represent Garden City at the state 
festival in December. Ava Milone, 2025 graduate, is currently a contestant on NBC’s The Voice as part of 
Niall Horan’s team. On Oct. 18, the Garden City Marching Band performed at MetLife Stadium. Compet-
ing against 11 bands from across the Northeast, they earned second place overall and a win for Best Vis-
uals.  
     It has been an exceptional fall season for athletics. More than 350 students are participating in fall 
sports at the GC Middle School. GCHS athletics is marked by championships, record streaks, and remark-
able individual and team achievements. Highlights include undefeated regular seasons and conference 
titles for Field Hockey, Girls Volleyball, Girls Swim & Dive, and both Cross Country teams; the second-
longest active win streak in the nation for Trojan Football; and top-seed playoff positions for Boys and 
Girls Soccer. Game Day Cheer made an impressive debut in its first competitive season, while Boys Golf 
and several individual athletes across sports earned postseason qualifications. Congratulations to all Tro-
jan athletes and coaches on an outstanding fall season. Additionally, Kristy Chafair of Stewart School re-
ceived the 2025 Women of Distinction Award, and Elizabeth Dukeman of Stratford School was honored 
with the Long Island School Heroes Award from the Long Island Coalition Against Bullying. Steve Finnell 
was inducted into the National Interscholastic Lacrosse Hall of Fame this month.             
     Rounding out an exceptional season of recognition, the district and community also came together to 
celebrate a spirited Homecoming Weekend, featuring a parade, football game, and outstanding perfor-
mances from the Marching Band, GC Spirit, and Kickline teams, showcasing the pride and unity that de-
fine Garden City Schools. On October 22, all schools within the district participated in activities around 
Unity Day. This is a day dedicated to promoting kindness, inclusion, and a sense of belonging.  
 
District Initiatives 
   The K–6 Literacy Review Action Plan officially launched this fall, with a district team of teachers and 
administrators meeting regularly to align curriculum, strengthen core instructional practices, and stream-
line assessments. The October 21 initial meeting included the development of three focus groups to ex-
amine Curriculum, MTSS and Assessments, and Professional Development and Parent Communication. 
By June 2026, the committee will present a revised literacy framework, professional development 
roadmap, and its recommendations for literacy instruction.  
   Thanks to New York State’s Universal Free School Meals Program, the Lunch for Every Learner pro-
gram is off to a good start, allowing students in every building to receive lunch free of charge. New in 
our primary and elementary schools, parents can now pre-order meals that are prepared and delivered 
to each school, every day. 
    Together, these initiatives reflect the district’s dedication to nurturing the academic, social, and emo-
tional growth of every student in Garden City.     
      
Bond & Construction Project Updates 
     The district continues to make strong progress on projects funded through the community-supported 
bond and capital reserves. Over the summer, significant improvements were completed across all  
                                                                                                                      Continued on page 6                                                                                                            
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   BOE Update continued from page 5 

 
schools, including HVAC upgrades at the primary and elementary buildings as well as the Middle School.   
   The Stewart School parking lot, transportation garage, High School gymnasium bleachers and dividers, 
and new baseball, softball, and multi-use turf field are also finished and ready for use. Ongoing projects 
include the high school addition, which remains on track for completion in summer 2026. These projects 
reflect the district’s continued commitment to creating safe, modern, and dynamic learning environments 
for all students. 
     The Board extends sincere appreciation to the Garden City Booster Club for its generous partnership 
and continued support of athletic programs, facility enhancements, and student experiences across the 
district. The Board would also like to thank the Garden City PTA and Garden City SEPTA for their gener-
ous grants to our schools to continue enriching student learning and experiences. For this year alone, 
both organizations have provided funding for guest speakers, Sunshine Carts at several schools, commu-
nication devices, and many more initiatives that enhance our students’ and staff’s daily experiences. We 
are very grateful for their partnership. 
 
Mark Your Calendars   
   Nov 12—BOE Work Session: Student Achievement Report.  Nov 24—BOE Regular Session.  Dec 9—BOE 
Work Session: Primary and Elementary Update.  Dec 16—BOE Regular Session.  Jan 13—BOE Work Ses-
sion: Middle School Update.  All meetings at GCHS at 7:30 pm, except Dec 9 meeting begins at 7:00 pm.  
 
*************************************************************************************  

 
Facts of the East—Bill Bellmer 

 
The Mineola Fairgrounds Property 
     The Mineola Fairgrounds property included the area  from Old Country Rd. [the Town of Hempstead 
border] to just north of Eleventh St. [originally Huntington Rd.] and from the original Mineola-to-
Hempstead LIRR branch (west of County Seat Drive) to Washington Ave. – the area now occupied by the 
Nassau County Court complex. In 1861 a portion of this area was used for a Civil War “Camp of Instruc-
tion”, called Camp Winfield Scott. Aside from that, this part of the Hempstead Plains was vacant when 
the Queens County Agricultural Society leased it from the Town of Hempstead in 1866. Prior to that date, 
they had held an annual fair in various locations starting in 1842. The Society fenced its property and 
constructed livestock barns, carriage sheds, an office, and an 8,000 square foot cruciform Exhibition Hall 
with an indoor iron fountain at its center. A clause was included in the lease that the Town could reclaim 
the property if it ceased to be used for agricultural exhibitions. 
 
     In 1869 the site was bordered by A. T. Stewart’s purchase of the Hempstead Plains area. What be-
came known as “The Mineola Fair” due to its location, even though it was located in Garden City, was 
held every Fall to showcase agricultural, horticultural, and domestic arts. It eventually included many ac-
tivities besides agricultural ones, with a grandstand and track used at times for many kinds of racing, in-
cluding horses, bicycles [1880], cars [1905], ostriches [1910], and also dog racing, until in 1937 the Vil-
lage complained about the noise. In 1918 the grounds were taken over by the Army until the Camp Mills 
Base Hospital on Transverse Rd. was completed to handle the Spanish Flu epidemic. In 1934 the Mineola 
Roller Skating Rink was established in a converted barn at the northwest corner of the property. 
 
     In 1937, attendance having suffered  from the Depression, the area from Old Country Rd. to now 
Courthouse Drive was ceded for construction of the new Nassau County Courthouse complex, completed 
in 1940. The Fair lasted until 1952, after it was relocated to the Roosevelt Field Raceway area, east of the 
shopping center. The property south of Courthouse Drive, now the property of the County, was used to 
construct the Supreme Court building in 1965, and the Welfare [Social Services] building in 1969. Being 
in the Village of Garden City, the area was zoned for Public Use. In 2005 the County proposed selling the 
portion south of the Supreme Court, and the Village proposed a zoning change to allow residential use. 
This led to a lawsuit challenging the designation that the Village lost. In the meantime, the County 
changed its mind and instead decided to reconfigure the Social Services building for a new Family Court. 
Its reconstruction lasted 20 years, only quietly opening this year. 



  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2026 EPOA Dues for Household 
 

 One Year Membership…..$20                                  
 
 
           or Commit to a Two Year Membership…..$40    
 

  
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

 
Please make check payable to the EPOA and mail in the enclosed envelope,  

pay online at gcepoa.org via PayPal under “Membership,” or by Venmo @GCEPOA. 
When paying by check, the cancelled check is your receipt.  

 
Registration 

 
Designated Members: Any Adult Residents 

 
           First Name____________________ Last Name__________________________ 

 
           First Name____________________ Last Name__________________________ 
                
           First Name____________________ Last Name__________________________ 
 
 
           Household Address: ________________________________________Garden City, 

NY 11530 
 

            Email*__________________________________________________________ 
 
            Email*__________________________________________________________ 

 
*As a dues paying member, if you provide us with an email address, you are eligible to receive our monthly 

 e-communications bulletins. Two email addresses allowed per household. Please print clearly.          
 

 
By selecting this box, you consent to receive the EPOA newsletter via email 
(as provided above), which helps us save on mailing costs. If you do not select 
this box, the newsletter will be mailed to your household address. 
 

 
P.O. Box 7525, Garden City, New York 11530 

 

gcepoa.org /    @GardenCityEPOA /    @GC_EPOA /    @GCEPOA 
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       THE EPOA HOLDS PUBLIC MEETINGS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 
 

Please check our website—www.gcepoa.org—for updated information 
and bring your concerns and comments to our meetings. 

 
Next scheduled EPOA Public Meeting Tuesday, Nov 18 

Village Efforts to Curtail Traffic in the Mott Section is on the Agenda 
 
 

Public meetings include updates from EPOA President June Michalak 
Village Trustees Mayor Ed Finneran, Judy Courtney, Vinny Muldoon 

School Board Trustee Kristen Pappas 
Library Trustee Mary Maguire 

East Representatives to Village Boards 
 
 

Representing the East for 107 Years 
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