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          Good day from the EPOA! 

It is with a deep sense of purpose and optimism that I assume the position of 
President of our incredible not-for-profit organization, an association that I believe 
represents the very best in dedication and community service.   

First and foremost, I would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to our out-
going President, Jon Debrich. His steadfast dedication to transparency and collabora-
tion gave all of our POA’s a revitalized and strong foundation for continued effective-
ness and growth. Change is often the catalyst for growth, and I am excited to build 
upon the foundation that has been laid.  

As we move forward together, I want to emphasize the importance of com-
munity. Our association is not just a collection of houses, but a collective of neighbors 
and friends who share a common bond in our love and respect for our Village. While 
our opinions may vary, together, we can achieve great things and make significant 
strides towards a more harmonious community. 

Throughout my tenure as President, I intend to focus on three key areas: 
• Communication: Effective communication is the cornerstone of any successful 

community. I pledge to keep our lines of communication open and work to ensure 
that all information is shared via social media, our website, and our email 
blasts. If you haven’t signed up for our email list, please do so.  It’s free and en-
sures you receive timely updates as to Village issues and events.  

• Community Engagement: I encourage all of you to become active EPOA partici-
pants. Your ideas, feedback and involvement are critical to our success. Our 
neighbors’ unique skills and experiences are the lifeblood of our association. We 
will continue to organize community events and increase initiatives to foster a 
sense of togetherness and to address issues of concern. 

• Collaboration: We have taken great strides in fostering our community outreach 
to other local organizations. It will be our collaboration amongst members of 
these organizations that will garner valuable perspectives and create a roadmap 
towards greater service to our community.     
     As we take these steps forward, I want to acknowledge that our organization 

has faced some unwarranted criticism and false depictions that have led to miscon-
ceptions about who we are and what we stand for. Let me assure you that, in reality, 
we are a force for good, a beacon of service, and a driving force for apolitical positive 
change in our community.   
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         In this regard, I highlight the fundamental importance of history and our Community Agreement 
in the governance of our organization and in our Village. The Community Agreement, grounded in prin-
ciples of dedication, cooperation and community service, was not drafted lightly. It was the result of 
countless hours of thoughtful deliberation, inspired by the profound commitment of our founders to 
make Garden City the truly special place that it is.   
        The Community Agreement embodies the very essence of the EPOA. This document is not a mere 
formality to be disregarded; it is our guiding principles, our moral compass, and the foundation upon 
which we have built our legacy of service. We must remember that disregarding our history is akin to 
ignoring the very heart and soul of A.T. Stewart’s vision for our Village. 
        As beneficiaries of A.T. Stewart’s legacy, the EPOA is dedicated to preserving our founder’s design 
in three main ways.   
• Through its people: The passionate individuals who tirelessly dedicate themselves to service. It's 
     the volunteers who selflessly give their time, the members who generously support us, and the 
     beneficiaries whose lives have been positively transformed by our programs.  
• Impactful Programs: Our programs have provided an opportunity to change the trajectory of 
     formative issues and allowed an open forum for information to flow freely. From our outreach to 
     informational mediums, we are out there doing the work. 
• Transparency and Accountability: We have modernized our by-laws and procedures and abide by 

the highest ethical standards in all endeavors. 
        The roots of our Village run deep, reaching back a century to the visionaries and dedicated  
individuals who came together to make history. Together, we will write the next chapter in the story of 
our wonderful Village. 
 
************************************************************************************     
 Library Board of Trustees Report 
 
        The Library Board of Trustees wishes to thank the Village Board of Trustees, the Village Admin-
istration and Staff for the continued tremendous support in accomplishing these Library projects.  
        The Library’s newly renovated Children’s Room reopened in May. Library users were welcomed in 
to check out books and play in our new toddler area, and residents explored the new seating, Story 
Room and STEAM workshop. Punch list work continued through early October, as well as installing 
technology equipment, including new computers and two new smartboards. Since opening, Children’s 
Librarians have been conducting programs in the new Story Room and the STEAM workshop.  
        The Library is undergoing a major roof-replacement project, which also includes restoration of the 
masonry around the building. Removing the previous roof, which includes asbestos abatement, will be 
done when staff and patrons are not on premises and will have no impact on library hours. The Library 
is open during construction and the front book drop will remain accessible.  
        Crews from the Recreation and Parks Department have worked at the Library to clean up the 
landscaping around the grounds, removing failing shrubbery, pruning hedges, and adding topsoil in an-
ticipation of new plantings. In addition to these projects, in the upcoming months, are the new HVAC 
and fire alarm systems. Village officials are also reviewing exterior lighting improvements and other 
possible security measures that will enhance the overall safety of Library patrons and staff.   
        Programs for Children, Teens and Adults are going strong. October Children’s programs included 
Storytime, Lego Club, Time for Kids, and the Halloween parade. Teens wrote cards for Veterans for 
community service, created works of art on canvas or attended the ever-popular Locked in the Library 
program. Adults studied defensive driving, and learned how to download books with their library card 
on Libby or Hoopla. The Library also held Mom’s Yoga Night out sessions. The Monday afternoon Movie 
Matinees sponsored by the Friends of the Garden City Library have been very well received.  
        Museum Passes, sponsored by the Friends of the Library, are available to borrow with your library  
card. The free passes can be reserved in advance for three days. Participants include the LICM, West-
bury Gardens, MOMA, the Cradle of Aviation Museum, Firefighters Museum and the USS Intrepid. 
        Residents are welcome to attend the next Library Board meetings, on Nov 13 and Dec 11.  
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Village Update—Trustee Ed Finneran 

St Paul’s Vote: On Saturday October 21, 2023 the BOT held a vote 
on the future of St. Paul’s Main Building. With nearly 4400 voters, 
preservation out polled demolition by 60% to 40%. It was a serious 
undertaking with lots of hard work and planning. Now on to the next 
phase…consideration of how best to preserve the building. I expect 
we will move ahead thoughtfully and at a good pace. Rest assured, 
residents will be kept apprised of our plans in a timely manner.  

 
LV Sands/Casino: The Town of Hempstead has begun to address 
the environmental and zoning issues at the Coliseum site. Additional-
ly, both issues are being monitored by the “Say No…” group and the 
Village has hired expert outside counsel to monitor the SEQRA 
(envir’l) process and proceedings. 
 
Seventh Street/Franklin Ave: As you’ve undoubtedly noticed, the 
Village has been hard at work constructing the “bump-out” and 
raised sidewalk across 7th Street between Duncan Donuts and Town 
Meat Market. When completed the main crossing throughfare on 7th 
Street will provide added safety for residents of all ages. 

 
Traffic: The Traffic Commission continues to have a full schedule of 
projects, including building permanent speed humps on 4th St. and 
temps on 3rd St., between Franklin Ave. and Hilton Ave. Additionally, 
there’s another set of temps ready to be installed on one of a hand-
ful of potential blocks in the East, West and Estate sections. The TC 
also has adopted a protocol to address neighborhood traffic issues…
it can be found on the Village website. The protocol clearly sets a 
procedure whereby residents can initiate traffic calming procedures 
on their blocks once gathering significant neighborhood support. Re-
garding Clinton Road…the DPW recently placed “No Truck Traffic” 
signage banning trucks from heading south from Glen Cove Road 
and Old Country Road between 9pm and 6am. Additionally, enforce-
ment efforts continue apace, including for speeding – which is a con-
stant battle across the Village. 
 
Water: There has been a great deal of activity regarding lead in our 
residents’ water systems. PLEASE BE ADVISED there IS NOT lead in 
the Village’s water wells but contamination is unfortunately created 
by pipes leading from the Village water main to the home. We are 
and have been poised to assist here. Please check the website for 
the latest information. As is well known, the Village has been ad-
dressing a handful of water issues over the past three-four years (1-
4 dioxane, PFAS, etc.) and has spent 10’s of millions of dollars im-
proving our well systems…we of course remain vigilant. {Note: prob-
ably close to half of our expenditures will be re-imbursed by State 
(and Federal) government funding.} Finally, there may also be set-
tlement monies forthcoming in the PFAS – 3M/Dupont litigation to 
which the Village has been a party for some time. 

 
GCPD hires: To date the PD has hired six new officers to the force. 

 
New establishments coming to the Village on 7th St. and/or 
Franklin Ave. in the New Year include: Tony’s Tacos, Noema, 
Gufa (formerly Walk Street), Ivarone Brothers, McLaughlin’s (clothes 
retailer) and Doz Bagels.  
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Facts of the East—Bill Bellmer 
 

The Oak Street Extension and the Clinton Road Bypass - October 2023 
 
 When the Long Island Motor Parkway was built across 
it in 1912, Clinton Road was only a dirt road. By 1952 it was a 
four-lane paved road and the EPOA was protesting to the 
Trustees the County plan to widen it north of Stewart Avenue. 
County officials had advised the Village that such widening 
was “very essential” for handling the increased volume of traf-
fic over County highways connecting the north and south 
shore areas. Moreover, the County was within its legal rights 
to widen the highway without acquiring private property, as 
the right-of-way is 80 feet and the existing roadway only 40 
feet. The EPOA wanted this project abandoned in favor of a 
new north-south highway immediately to the east of the Vil-
lage. By 1953 the Village was informed that the widening pro-
ject had been “indefinitely postponed.” 
 
 In 1967 the County started to work on the route 
sought by the EPOA: For a $30M cost [expected to be mostly 
state and federal funded] this highway, labelled the “Oak 
Street Extension”, would start at Hempstead Turnpike, contin-
ue north over a rebuilt and widened Oak Street, pass over 
Commercial Avenue, the LIRR, and Stewart Avenue on a via-
duct, and then form a “Y”, with the left fork going northwest 
to Clinton Road south of Old Country Road and the right fork 
northeast to connect with the Meadowbrook Parkway clover-
leaf on the east side of Roosevelt Field. An improvement of 
Westbury Blvd. in Hempstead from Peninsula Blvd. to Oak 
Street was also contemplated. 
 
         The part of Oak Street between Hempstead Turnpike 
and Commercial Avenue was constructed with a four-lane di-
vided roadway, and property was acquired by the County for 
the section in Roosevelt Field in Garden City leading to Clinton. 
But the project was not continued further due to the complexi-
ty of the viaduct construction. In the meantime Commercial 
Avenue was reconstructed east of Oak Street to form a contin-
uation of it to Stewart Avenue via the new Quentin Roosevelt 
Blvd.    
                                          
         Traffic congestion at the Stewart-Clinton intersection was continuing to increase, and in 1982 a 
proposal was made to at least connect Clinton Road to Stewart Avenue through Roosevelt Field, labelled 
the “Clinton Road Bypass.” This, as before, would require the Hazelhurst Park buffer along the east side 
of Clinton Road to be breached, which had been established to prevent access to the shopping center 
from Clinton Road. Although the new roadway was designed to prevent such access, the residents con-
sidered the potential danger more compelling than any benefit to the intersection, and had the proposal 
scuttled. 
 
 In 2023, seventy years later, the “very essential” widening of Clinton Road has still not 
[fortunately] occurred despite the great increase in surrounding building density. The congestion at the 
intersection has perhaps contributed to a minimization of increased traffic volume in our area. 
 
 

 Map: The Oak Street Extension – Clinton Road at left, Old Country Road at top 
 
 



Civic Beautification Committee Report—Althea Robinson 
 
 With the glorious array of tulips lining the commercial districts once again at rest, and with the 
petunia baskets adorning the districts’ light poles on the wane, we now look to several new efforts to 
enhance floral and tree plantings throughout the Village. 
 The Parks Department has initiated a pilot program to protect existing Ash trees from the Emer-
ald Borer through injections of a “safe” pesticide. Sample trees, in the early stages of infestation, will be 
monitored over the coming weeks to see whether the injections stop or slow the advance of the prob-
lem. If the result is positive, the program can be expanded, according to Paul Blake, Village Recreation 
and Parks Superintendent.   
 Superintendent Blake also reports that the fountain at Stewart and Franklin Avenues, adjacent to 
CVS, a focal area, is in the process of being replaced after laying dormant for a couple of years. The de-
sign was created by Superintendent Blake and former DPW Superintendent Joe DiFrancisco several years 
back with the new design incorporating a pineapple, welcoming symbol of our Village. 
 Other good news includes the announcement that the Village will have a Horticulturist/Arborist 
coming on board. Not only is this talented young man a Certified Arborist and a Municipal Arborist Spe-
cialist, but is also a Certified Nursery and Landscape Professional with experience in providing landscape 
designs at Disney World. He has also managed the New York City Tree Program for a well-known tree 
service, according to Superintendent Blake. 
 The Civic Beautification Committee will be meeting with Superintendent Blake and Parks Depart-
ment staff shortly to discuss spring plantings and beautification efforts moving forward.  The Committee 
expects to receive input from Village Trustee representatives and with the president of the Chamber of 
Commerce. The CBC is represented by Kathleen Auro (Estates), Maureen Lyons (WPOA), Althea Robin-
son (EPOA, chair) and Patricia Siler (CPOA). 
 
************************************************************************************* 
Cultural and Recreation News—Judy Courtney 
 

 Late fall and winter months are the time for upkeep and repair to many of our recreation facili-
ties. Work on our athletic fields continues, with good results. At St. Paul’s, approximately 1/3 of the turf 
is closed off for renovations. Overseeding, thatching and other improvement work will continue for the 
next several months.  

 At Edgemere Park, the baseball field infield area has been renovated with new sod and new clay 
and is now in excellent shape. Work is currently being done on Stewart Field #1, including new infield 
sod and clay. Over the past three years, we have renovated the fields in all five neighborhood parks and 
Stewart Field, and all are now in very good to excellent shape.  

  At Community Park, work continues on the platform tennis courts. The screens have been 
checked and tightened as needed, and new court lines have been painted on all four courts. We are so-
liciting a proposal for a full restoration of these courts after the current season concludes. Work on the 
miniature golf course at Community Park is substantially done, and work on the Tullamore tennis court is 
now complete, and there are two additional pickleball courts now available on that court. The new safety 
surface at Nassau Haven will be installed in the coming weeks. 

 The Fall is also a time for planting around the Village. Fall tree removals, pruning, and stump 
grinding will begin in the coming weeks. We are removing 111 trees, 57 of which are Ash trees that are 
infested with the Emerald Borer. We are also planting 204 trees and have been told by our grower that 
due to the cool and damp spring, the growing season has extended until early November, and we will be 
able to plant until late December. 

 Programming continues in many ways. Our Adult indoor programs are now underway at the 
Field House. Pickleball is available Tuesday through Friday from 9:30 to noon. Basketball is offered Mon-
day and Wednesday evenings from 7:30 to 10:00 pm, while on Thursdays volleyball is available from 
7:30 to 10:00 pm. Daily admission is $6, but if you purchase a 10-trip pass, the cost is $5 per day. 
 The POA series on the History of Aviation in Garden City continues with its second segment on 
November 16, 7:30 pm at the Senior Center. This session, again hosted by Cradle of Aviation docent 
Raymond Donnelly, will focus on all that happened from World War 1 through present day. 
 All residents are invited to attend. 
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School Board Report—Joe Sileo 

Summer 2023 Construction: 
Stewart School Roof  
Primary Courtyards 
Stratford and Stewart School Libraries 
Stratford Driveway Widened  
Stratford Courtyard 
High School Courtyard 
Masonry Work at the Middle School and High School 
 

Bond 2024: 
There will be information sessions on November 1 at 7:00 pm in the high school library and two     
virtual sessions on November 14 at 10:00 am and 7:00 pm. 
Information on how to log into the virtual sessions is available on the bond page of the district 
website. 
The bond vote is on February 13, 2024 in the high school gymnasium. 
This bond will be tax neutral—no impact on resident’s taxes.  

    A flyer has been mailed home that includes key information and there is also a page on the district 
website devoted to all bond related items. 
 

Update on Buses for Trips and Athletic Events: 
After the tragic events that unfolded with the Farmingdale Marching Band, we have reviewed our pro-
cesses on the use of outside buses for trips and athletics and confirmed that our current practices are 
comprehensive. We have always implemented strict rules for inspection and approval of driver ab-
stracts when we are using buses that are not owned by Garden City. Our mechanics visually inspect 
all outside buses that are used. The Transportation Department also has copies of all driver abstracts 
and make sure the driver who is being used is fully licensed and has a clear record. 

 
Search for Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Finance: 
     The District has launched a search for a new assistant superintendent for curriculum and instruction. 

A survey has been sent to staff and district families. Advertisements have been placed as well to help 
us find the best candidate for this important position. In the coming months, focus groups will be set 
up to provide us with feedback that will assist us in our search. 

 
Audit Report: 

The district finances from the 2022-2023 school year have been audited. We are happy to advise that 
we have been given a clean report. 
 
 

************************************************************************************ 
  

EPOA 2024 Scholarship 
 

It is with pleasure that the Eastern Property Owners’ Association announces that it will once 
again award a $1000 scholarship to a high school senior who resides in the Eastern section of Garden 
City. 

 
          The candidates or their family must be dues paying members of the EPOA. They must be  
currently attending either public or private high school and planning to attend college full time in the fall 
of 2024.  
 

The focus of this scholarship is community service. Candidates can obtain applications from the 
EPOA website or the Garden City High School Guidance office after January 16, 2024. The deadline for 
applications will be in April 2024. 

 



  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2024 EPOA Dues for Household 
 

 One Year Membership…..$20                                  
 
 
           or Commit to a Two Year Membership…..$40    
 

  
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

 
Please make check payable to the EPOA and mail in the enclosed envelope,  

pay online at gcepoa.org via PayPal under “Membership,” or by Venmo @GCEPOA. 
When paying by check, the cancelled check is your receipt.  

 
Registration 

 
Designated Members: Any Adult Residents 

 
           First Name____________________ Last Name__________________________ 

 
           First Name____________________ Last Name__________________________ 
                
           First Name____________________ Last Name__________________________ 
 
 
           Household Address: ________________________________________Garden City, 

NY 11530 
 

            Email*__________________________________________________________ 
 
            Email*__________________________________________________________ 

 
*As a dues paying member, if you provide us with an email address, you are eligible to receive our monthly 

 e-communications bulletins. Two email addresses allowed per household. Please print clearly.          
 

 
By selecting this box, you consent to receive the EPOA newsletter via email 
(as provided above), which helps us save on mailing costs. If you do not select 
this box, the newsletter will be mailed to your household address. 
 

 
P.O. Box 7525, Garden City, New York 11530 

 

gcepoa.org /    @GardenCityEPOA /    @GC_EPOA /    @GCEPOA 
 

 
 

105 YEARS REPRESENTING RESIDENTS OF THE EAST 
Founded 1918 
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Save the Dates:  
EPOA meeting Nov 21, 7:30 pm 

Joint POA meeting Dec 12, 7:00 pm 
Both at Senior Center on Golf Club Lane 
—Bring your concerns and comments to these meetings— 

 
The EPOA is on Givebacks (aka MemberHub)!  

Please join our free online email list for news updates, digital copies of our newsletter, 
and links to POA surveys, which have proven effective to quickly gather resident input on 
important Village matters. 
Updates since last newsletter: 

Proposed Casino Developments at Nassau Coliseum 
School Budget and Board of Education Trustee Election 
Special Board of Trustees Meeting 
Important Updates on Lead in Drinking Water 
Notices for Meetings for St. Paul's 
Notices for Villagewide POA Meetings 
Family Fall Festival at the Garden City Bird Sanctuary 
St. Paul's - Tool for Calculating Increase to Your Taxes 
Additional Resources for St. Paul's Vote 
Notice for Vote for Future of St. Paul's 
History of Aviation in Garden City Conversation and Tour 
Create your free account today at www.givebacks.com 
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