
September is the official start of another EPOA year but work does not stop over 
the summer months. This past summer has been a particularly busy one.  

The issue of crime in Garden City dominated the local news and many conversa-

tions in July and August. Initially a lot of misinformation made the rounds. The EPOA im-
mediately went to our Village officials to ascertain the facts and communicated these to 

the East residents through our e-Bulletin that is sent to dues-paying members and on our 
website that is accessible to anyone. I, along with vice president Joe Moody, also re-

sponded within 24 hours to any resident who contacted us through the contact function 
on our website, about crime or any other local issue. The “contact us” link is used with 

increasing frequency and we are happy to help out as we can. 

On the issue of crime, it can’t be said often enough: the GC police patrol our 
neighborhoods 24/7 in both marked and unmarked cars. There has been no decline in 

patrols. The GC police are in regular contact with other local and county police depart-
ments, sharing information and cooperating in investigations as necessary.  

Any emergency, of course call 911. If you see something suspicious or disturbing 

that is not an emergency, call 465-4100. Police Commissioner Kenneth Jackson’s email is 
kjackson@gardencityny.net. The GC police have made several arrests that were connect-

ed to the recent burglaries. 
 Over the summer Joe and I made a recommendation to the Recreation Commis-

sion that recreation start a computer program that gradually would build a list of resident 

users of the Village’s parks. As residents (and their guests if any) sign-in, they would sup-

ply the parks attendant with their name and address (the current practice) plus a phone 

number. The phone number could serve as a quick way of contacting parents or other 

family members in an emergency. This list in no way would bar any resident from using 

the parks, since it would be ongoing. Such a database, in addition to providing emergency 

contact information, would provide usage data that could be analyzed and potentially 

generate program ideas. We hope that the Recreation Commissioners examine the pros 

and cons of this suggestion. 

 The failed intersection of Clinton Road/Stewart Avenue, which I’ve written about 
before, continues to be a particular concern to those of us living in the East. At the re-

quest and with the strong support of the EPOA, Garden City has asked Nassau County to 
consider installing a left-turn arrow on SB Clinton for traffic heading east on Stewart and 

to create a new dedicated right turn lane for NB Clinton traffic turning east, thereby al-

lowing increased traffic flow. The specific EPOA request supported resident Bill Bellmer’s 
proposal asking (in part) that the signal on the southeast corner pole add a short trailing 

left-turn arrow and that the addition of a left-turn arrow on the pole at the southbound 
stop line be considered.  
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 President’s Message continued 
 

 Those of us who normally would make a left turn from Clinton heading south onto Stewart heading 

east, no longer do so. We have seen and heard too many near misses as drivers swerve out of the left lane 
into accelerating right lane traffic, or as other cars get stuck in the intersection after the light turns red, 

caught between east and west bound cars. Most of us now take the roundabout route through local streets 
because it’s safer, as do an increasing number of rush hour drivers, potentially endangering our residents. 

 It is helpful for government officials in situations like this to hear from their constituents. If you share 

the EPOA’s concerns, please contact Nassau County with your comments. It is easy to do online. Go to 
Nassau County’s official website—www.nassaucountyny.gov—click Nassau A-Z, click Nassau Now, then 

Submit a Request. Log in to create your own Nassau Now account with your own service request number for 
follow-up. VP Joe Moody did this on behalf of the EPOA, so please add your voice to ours. It would be worth 

mentioning that Stewart School and its young students in grades 2 through 5 is located at this intersection. 

 I spoke with Legislator Laura Schaefer’s chief aide immediately prior to this newsletter going to press. 
He assured me that this issue is a priority for her and that she is following through with Nassau County. 

Legislator Schaefer may be reached at 516-571-6214 or by email at lschaefer@nassaucountyny.gov. I’m sure 
she would appreciate residents’ input to ensure that deteriorating driving conditions at this failed intersection 

are improved. The simplest remedy is neither costly nor difficult to implement. 
 I would like to welcome four new directors to the EPOA board: Andy deLannoy, Tom Mastanduono, 

Barbara Moore and Jennifer Sullivan. They join the 15 returning officers and directors for what I hope and 

expect will be a year of progress and cooperation among East residents for the betterment of the Village and 
those of us who call Garden City home. 

 Please support our efforts by becoming a member of the EPOA. Joining is inexpensive ($20 per family 

annually) and easy by going to our website at www.gcepoa.org. Membership entitles you to receive our 

monthly e-Bulletin and emergency notifications, to vote in EPOA elections and to participate as an EPOA 

director if elected. I look forward to seeing many of you at our first public meeting of the year, in the GC 

Public Library, on Tuesday, October 14, beginning at 7:30 pm. 

MEMBERSHIP-Robert Rymers 

 

The EPOA is a neighborhood organization, incorporated in 1918 to advocate for those residents who live in 
the eastern section of Garden City, where 40% of today’s Village population resides.  Our lifeblood is resident 

support. 

 

WE WOULD LIKE YOU TO JOIN!  It costs only $20.00 per year.  As a member you: 

 Receive the monthly e-bulletin and emergency notification email. 

 Can vote in EPOA elections. 

 Are eligible to become a director and volunteer your services to improve the Village. 

 

HOW TO JOIN:  Go to www.gcepoa.org and either join via PayPal or download a Membership Form and mail 

to us! 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 Public Meeting (for all residents of the East):  Tuesday, October 14 at 7:30 PM in Village Hall Boardroom.  

Stop by and see what we are all about. 

 Fall Festival:  Saturday, October 25 between 9 and 3 on Seventh Street.  We will have a table near Key 

Food. Stop by and meet some of the Directors. 
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Finances: Road repair spending will increase to approximately $1,500,000, 

and Public Works now has a list of roads that will be repaired over the next 
12 to 18 months. In the future, Public Works will create a three year fore-

cast and a detailed analysis and prioritization of  public works projects. This 
will be done in conjunction with a total budget forecast based on optimistic, 

pessimistic and most likely assumptions. On another note, Moody’s has as-

signed a AAA  rating to the Villages’ latest bond issue rating. They cited our 
strong tax base, wealth levels well above national averages and willingness 

to raise taxes when needed. Only a very small number of villages in       
Nassau / Suffolk counties achieve this rating.  

 

Police: Over the last few months there has been disinformation circulated 
that our police do not have enough budget funds to patrol our streets. This 

is simply not true. Our police have been extremely active in both fighting 

crime and vigorously enforcing our speed limit rules. Through August 31 
2014, there were 208 arrests consisting of 62 felonies and 122 misdemean-

ors and 21 violations.  Additionally the police issued 7,447 traffic violation 
citations and 9,856 parking tickets. Commissioner Jackson’s hiring efforts 

have resulted in four police officers accepting employment with the Garden 

City police. After background investigations and training at the Nassau 
County Police academy these new hires should be on active duty by the 

spring of 2015. Mayor Watras and the BOT urge all of our residents to take 
proper precautions to prevent crime. Always lock your house and car, be 

alert at all times and report any suspicious activity to the police. Residents 
may also want to consider a home alarm system for added protection. Sta-

tistics clearly show that alarm systems deter criminal activity.  Also thanks 

to Chief Castoro and our firefighters for granting volunteer firefighter status 
to our special police. These volunteers will now be eligible for a reduction in 

Village taxes, which will attract more candidates. Interested residents are 
encouraged to apply for these volunteer opportunities.  

 

Labor Negotiations:  Labor contracts are now up for renewal and being 

negotiated. Labor counsel reported on the progress of the CSEA “rank and 
file” negotiations and though not finalized, the BOT is satisfied that pro-

gress is being made. If the Village can settle with the “rank and file” the 
next order of business is to settle with the supervisors. As has been stated 

before if we cannot settle with the CSEA, all the BOT can do is not grant 
pay raises for one year. All other contract terms will remain in place. Prelim-

inary negotiations have begun with the police and if we cannot settle with 

the PBA an arbitrator will be appointed and his or her decision must be ac-
cepted by the PBA and the Village. 

 

Litigation: (ACORN / MAHANY)  As has been reported in the local press, 
Garden City has elected to appeal Judge Spatt’s ruling that the Village vio-

lated the Fair Housing act as well as the Civil Rights act by changing the 

zoning from Public to RT (residential townhouses) on the former Social Ser-
vices site. This zoning called for 90 single or 150 townhomes and 30 +/-   

multi-family units on the west side of County Seat Drive. The Village denies 
any discriminatory event occurred when the RT zoning was passed. It 

should be noted that Judge Spatt’s remedies do not require Garden City to 
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actively build any affordable housing, but to adopt a Village Fair Housing 

resolution, have some training in the Fair Housing Act, and appoint an offi-
cial who would have responsibility for overseeing our Village housing prac-

tices.  

Senior Center: The Senior Center Expansion is proceeding on schedule.  

This month the Sales Showroom Building located on Franklin Avenue and 

Third Street will be moved in its entirety and placed on a new foundation 
next to the existing Senior Center on Golf Club Lane. Work will then begin 

to combine the two buildings into a new Senior Citizen’s Center.  The cur-
rent building is 2,400 sq. ft. and the addition will add 3,800 sq. ft.  The 

new 6,200 sq. ft. building will house an expanded lounge, meeting rooms, 
handicapped compliant restrooms, a recreation department office, storage 

and an expanded kitchen. The project has been truly enhanced due to the 

gift by the Engel Burman Group of the showroom.  The building has been 
appraised at $1.7 million.  In addition, the Burman Group has donated 

$175,000 to cover the cost of the move. To further offset the cost of the 
senior center expansion & rehabilitation, the village has received a 

$300,000 grant from the state thanks to our own Senator Kemp Hannon. 

The village looks forward to a completion in the spring. 

Social Services Building: Work has begun on converting the Social Ser-

vices building located on 11th Street between Washington Avenue and 
County Seat Drive into a new Family Court.  The project will take almost 4 

years to complete.  The work being done now involves exterior removal.  
After about 24 months the focus will shift to interior renovations. 

Ellis Hall: The village completed the demolition of Ellis Hall on the St. 

Paul’s campus.  This building was demolished and the area will be planted 
as a grass field. 

 

Friday Night Promenades: The successful Friday night promenades 
ended last week.  Held every Friday night during the summer, they proved 

very popular with families throughout the village.  Plans are already under-

way for next year. 

 

Public Information: Carissa Giardino has joined Village staff as our pub-

lic information consultant. She is well known to Garden City residents who 
viewed the Garden City Patch on line. She has been placing news bulletins 

in Newsday and our local papers so residents and business owners are in-
formed of important events and issues. Repeated compliments to Joe 

Moody, Chris Mullaney and other EPOA officers and directors who devel-

oped the ”E Bulletin”  This is an excellent way to quickly  communicate 
important events and stories to the residents of the East. Much hard work 

was done to make this project a success. Finally, a reminder to all resi-
dents to use the Village website. It contains valuable information on our 

recreation and senior activities as well as the meeting dates of the BOT 

and other Village Boards and Commissions. 



 
The District experienced a smooth opening week at all school buildings, with only a handful of 
transportation issues, which is not unusual during the first few days of school.  We started the 
school year with 3,886 students enrolled in our 7 district schools.  Great appreciation is extended to 
the District's technology and facilities departments for their hard work in getting the buildings and 
grounds ship shape and ready for students and staff to begin the school year.  
 
The School District website was completely revamped over the summer.  With great thanks to the 
technology department, plus many individuals who gave helpful suggestions, the new site is more 
informative, easier to navigate, and user friendly.  All residents can access school district 
information and announcements as well as the complete school district calendar and parent guide. 
 
At the September 9th  work session, Superintendent Feirsen lead a presentation and discussion of 
District goals for the 2014-15 school year.  A copy of his presentation is on the District website.  
Following District practice, the presentation included a policy and mission statement, a review of 
completed goals, continuing or multi-year goals, and new goals for the current year.  The current 
year to do list includes: 

 Initiate curriculum review in world languages 

 Investigate new STEM initiatives 

 Implement district-wide security initiative 

 Refine and enrich our definition of “College and Career Ready” 

 New technology initiatives, and 
 Develop plan to address potential situations when students leave their buildings without 

permission during the school day. 

 
The website for our schools is www.gardencity.k12.ny.us. 
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The Garden City Fire Department has announced it will be holding its Annual Fire Prevention Day 
and Open House on Sunday, October 5th at Fire Headquarters on Stewart Ave in the Village Hall 
Complex. The event begins at 12:30 pm.  
 
The popular event is held each year in conjunction with National Fire Prevention Week. This year’s 
national theme is “Working Smoke Alarms Save Lives, Test Yours Every Month!” Unfortunately 
many people do not test their smoke detectors regularly. When there is a fire, it spreads fast, and 
working smoke detectors will give you time to get out. 
 
According to the National Fire Protection Association, nearly two-thirds of fire deaths occur in 
occupancies without functioning smoke detectors. Testing monthly ensures that your detectors are 
working and ready.  
 
The Open House has something for everyone in the family. The event will include full dress 
inspection of the fire department by Village officials, followed by an afternoon of firefighting and 
fire safety demonstrations. According to this year’s event coordinator, Assistant Chief Tom Strysko, 
“We look forward every fall to share the importance of fire safety with our residents along with 
having a great time with them. We invite everyone to come down and have a fun, informative 
afternoon with us.”  
 
Those attending this event will receive free giveaways, brochures, balloons, plastic fire helmets for 
the kids, and, of course, complimentary refreshments for all! The fire department cordially invites 
all residents, their friends and families to enjoy the afternoon with them. As always, any resident 
interested in volunteering in the department can visit www.gcfdny.com or email 
membership@gcfdny.com. 
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Old Westbury Golf Club 

 
Once upon a time, Garden City East had its own 18-hole golf course. Built in the mid-1920s, it was first 

called the Intercollegiate Golf Club, and was located east of Clinton Road between Curtiss Flying Field 
(later to become Roosevelt Airfield and finally the shopping center) and the Long Island Motor Parkway, 

and extended beyond the Village line to the east boundary of the present shopping center. The entrance 

was on Clinton Road opposite #256, just south of Pell Terrace, and, as seen in the 1950 aerial photo 
below, had a large clubhouse set back from Clinton Road with a circular driveway in front. The links and 

clubhouse area had been carved out of the original airfield and its associated buildings that fronted on 
Clinton Road. 

 

Around 1928 the name was changed to Old Westbury Golf Club (no apparent relation to the present club 
of that name in Old Westbury) and that is how it is identified on various maps of the region. The dis-

turbance to golfers caused by its proximity to the adjacent airfield with aircraft taking off and landing 
caused the club to erect a high fence on the boundary to force aircraft to use other approaches. The 

PGA held a match-play tournament there in 1932, won by Willie Klein. The club ceased operation shortly 
after that, a victim of the Depression. However, the grounds and clubhouse survived into the 1950s, as 

evidenced by the photo taken at that time. 

 
Despite its extensive footprint, extremely little is known about the club. We welcome hearing from any-

one with remembrances, photos, or data relating to it.  
 

Old Westbury Golf Club, facing southeast with Clinton Road—at the bottom right 

and the arc of the Motor Parkway at right. The large building at top right was the 

General Bronze plant, now the location of BJ’s and LA Fitness. 
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