
As I begin my term as President of the Eastern Property Owners’ Association 
(EPOA), I would like to thank the members of the Nominating Committee for select-
ing me. It is an honor to serve the residents of the East. I would also like to thank 
my family for their patience with my many meetings and phone calls. Finally, thank 
you to Joe Moody for his leadership and incredible commitment to the EPOA over the 
last two years as President of the EPOA. It is not an exaggeration for me to say that 
Joe inspires me to be a better person in the community, at home, and at work.   

Joe was instrumental in directing the EPOA through many challenging issues, 
including the Clinton and Stewart intersection proposal from Nassau County, working 
with the Board of Trustees and Citizens Budget Review and Advisory Committee, pre-
paring and implementing a budget for the EPOA to allocate resident dues efficiently, 
and leading the Joint Conference Committee which consists of the four Property 
Owners’ Associations in the Village. Joe led the EPOA with class and dignity and ac-
complished positive outcomes for the residents of the East. I assume the role of Pres-
ident with confidence knowing that I am following a diligent leader who continues to 
provide invaluable guidance and support to me and the EPOA. 

I am looking forward to working with our new Vice President, Steve Ilardi, 
and our new Corresponding Secretary, Paul Dircks, as well as continuing to work with 
our Treasurer, Sal Norberto, our Corporate Secretary, Joe Courtade, our returning 
directors, liaisons, and trustees. I also would like to welcome our new director, Jona-
than Debrich, to the EPOA Board. I am very fortunate to serve as EPOA President 
with such a talented group of people who share with me a strong passion concerning 
issues impacting the East. I believe that we have put the right people on the bus and 
we all benefit from our directors’ expertise in multiple areas, including business own-
ership, education, finance, legal/compliance, public administration, sales and real es-
tate.  

Over the summer, there were several items that the EPOA was working on, 
including the 100 year 42nd Rainbow Division Monument Ceremony, the paving of 
roads, and removal of parked freight cars on the train tracks along St. James South 
and North Streets. In addition, there were several traffic and parking issues in the 
East that were brought to the attention of the EPOA which the EPOA is closely moni-
toring and reviewing. With respect to the Rainbow Monument Ceremony, thank you 
to Cyril Smith and Bill Bellmer, who were instrumental in organizing this event, and 
our Junior EPOA Ambassadors, Nick Bambino and Tommy Flanagan, for their assis-
tance.   

There is a lot to look forward to in the coming year for the EPOA. Please join 
us for our first meeting on Tuesday, October 10 at the Garden City Fire House on  
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Stewart Avenue. Our meetings generally begin at 7:30 pm but for our 
first meeting of the term, we wanted to make a change and host a 
meet and greet beginning at 6:30 pm for residents of the East. It is a 
great opportunity for you to meet the directors, and learn more about 
the EPOA while having some snacks and refreshments. It will also be 
the kickoff to our 2018 EPOA Membership Drive! We hope you will 
come by and join the EPOA, if interested.  Our meeting will follow 
shortly thereafter. We expect to provide more details about this event 
as we get closer to the date.  Also, please visit us at the Homecoming 
Parade on Saturday, October 14 where EPOA representatives will have 
a table in front of Key Food. 

In addition, in connection with the EPOA Speaker Series, we are 
excited to announce the dates of our scheduled guest speakers for this 
term. At our October 10 meeting, representatives of the Environmental 
Advisory Board (EAB) will discuss the EAB in general with a specific fo-
cus on village water treatment. We have also asked the Village’s De-
partment of Buildings Superintendent, Ozzie Huertas, Jr., to discuss 
home renovation permits as well as commercial developments in the 
East on Tuesday, November 21, and Police Commissioner Ken Jackson 
to discuss police activity statistics at our Tuesday, January 16 meeting. 
Also, 2018 is the EPOA’s 100 Year Anniversary, which we plan to cele-
brate next year! We hope you will attend all these events and we will 
communicate more details, as the events approach. 

As discussed above, we will continue to remind residents of the 
East about these events through our various forms of communications. 
The EPOA has put a lot of effort into increasing communications with 
our members and all residents of Garden City. You can find more infor-
mation about the EPOA, our events, and issues concerning the East 
through our website (gcepoa.org), e-Bulletins which are emailed to 
EPOA members, our recently introduced Facebook account which is run 
by our talented social media director, Joe Nadolny (search: “Garden 
City Eastern Property Owners’ Association”), and our Twitter account 
(search: “GC_EPOA”). Communication from our residents is also need-
ed for the EPOA to perform its role, so please feel free to email us at 
contactus@gcepoa.org or through the “contact us” link on our website 
www.gcepoa.org.  

Please support our efforts by becoming a member of the EPOA. 
Joining only costs $20 per family annually and entitles you to receive 
our monthly e-Bulletin and emergency notifications, vote in EPOA elec-
tions, and participate as an EPOA director, if elected. Please sign up by 
going to our website at www.gcepoa.org and click on “Membership.”  
We are all volunteers but the EPOA does have ongoing expenses (e.g., 
newsletter distribution, elections, etc.). Please also note that we are 
considering implementing a multi-year membership plan that residents 
may elect into. Please stay tuned for updates on that initiative.   

I look forward to seeing many of you at our first public meeting 
of this term at the Garden City Fire House on Stewart Avenue on Tues-
day, October 10. As indicated above, prior to the meeting we will have 
a meet and greet beginning at 6:30 pm with snacks and refreshments 
and the EPOA meeting will follow at 7:30 pm. I look forward to meeting 
all of you. 

Thank you, friends, for supporting the EPOA. We are all hon-
ored to serve you. 

EPOA  Public Meetings 

Fall 2017 

All meetings begin at  

7:30 PM 

 

Oct 10—GC Fire Dept 

“Meet and Greet”   

6:30 pm 

All East Residents  

Welcome 

 

Nov 21—Senior Center,     

Golf Club Lane 
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Village Update 
 

Trustees John Delany and Mark Hyer 

Family Court Building (formerly Social Services Building) 
With the help of Legislator Laura Schaefer, we received an update 
from Nassau County DPW on the status of the Family Court Build-
ing. Nassau DPW states they are still on target to complete Phase I 
(core and shell) of the project by October 2018. Core and shell in-
cludes roof, exterior walls, elevator shaft, stairs and fire protection 
standpipes to name a few. Phase 2, the interior build-out, should be 
completed by 2020. 
 
Wye Parking Field 
This is the parking field at the extreme east end of Seventh Street. 
The Village is considering cleaning and updating this field. This will 
include repaving and improved lighting. With an improved field, it is 
hoped it will ease the crowding in Field 7S, the field behind the 
stores on Seventh Street. 
 
Village Building Code 
The Village is reviewing changes to the Build Code as it relates to 
building permits. Presently a building permit has no expiration date. 
As many residents know, some new buildings take an inordinate 
amount of time to complete. It is contemplated that building per-
mits will have an expiration date with the ability, for an additional 
fee, to allow extensions. When the draft changes are finalized, no-
tice will be given and there will be a public hearing. 
 
555 Stewart 
The Village continues to move forward with the developer’s applica-
tion for a residential building. The application is in the final stages 
before the Zoning Change Committee and then will move on to the 
Zoning Board of Appeals and/or the Architectural Design Review 
Board. It is anticipated that construction may start in 2018. 
 
Marriott OTO 
The Village has approved the site plan for the hotel, so preliminary 
construction should begin soon. 
 
Gas Leaf Blowers 
There has been some concern raised that gas-powered leaf blowers 
cause pollution and in some communities their use has either been 
banned or restricted. On October 25 at the Senior Center there will 
be a presentation about this issue with two guest speakers: Dr. Lu-
cy Weinstein, a pediatrician and co-chair of the LI Environmental 
Health Committee, and Dr. Bonnie Sager, consulting physician to 
the NYS Hospital System. 

Water Tower 
Bids were opened on September 1 for the three tank designs 
(Single Pedestal Steel Tank, Composite Steel Tank and Composite 
Glass-fused to Steel Tank). The Village consultant - H2M -  will be at  
the September 21 Village Board Meeting to discuss their recommen-
dations.    

                                                          continued on page 4 
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Police Operations Study 
Started in mid-August. The study is basically comprised of a quantita-
tive and qualitative review of all aspects of the Police Department. 
The consultant is presently reviewing data and will begin site visits in 
the next few weeks.  

 
 

Among the boards and commissions that serve the Village are the Environmental Advisory Board 
and the Traffic Commission. 
 
The Environmental Advisory Board is an eight-member Board whose members are appointed for 
four-year terms. The Chairperson is a Member of the Board of Trustees. This Board is responsible to 
the Board of Trustees and reports on environmental matters affecting the Village. Additionally, the 
Director of Public Works acts as Recording Secretary and the Garden City High School may be repre-
sented by up to three high school students. 
 
At the October 10 EPOA public meeting, representatives of the board will discuss the EAB in general 
with a specific focus on Village water treatment. Leo Stimmler, Elizabeth Bailey, Carol Neidich-Ryder 
and James Bauer are residents of the East who serve on the board. The current chair is East Trustee 
John Delany.  
 

********************************* 

 
The Traffic Commission is appointed annually by the Mayor and ratified by the Board of Trustees. 
The Commission is comprised of one Trustee from each of the four sections of the Village, who are 
voting members. The Director of Public Works and Chairman of the Board of Police Commissioners 
act in a supporting role. This Commission is responsible for traffic control operations and devices. 
Requests for signs by residents related to quality of life issues and review of parking regulations are 
discussed at bimonthly meetings and determinations are made as required. Any East resident with a 
traffic concern should contact the EPOA, which will look into the matter and make a recommenda-
tion to the Traffic Commission. The current chair is East Trustee Mark Hyer. 
 

 
 

Did you know? 
 

The Village water system has 104 miles of pipes and 10 wells. There 
are five tanks above ground with 5 million gallons of water storage; 
12 buildings housing the motors, auxiliary engines, pumps, treatment 
equipment and system controls, plus more than 1,000 fire hydrants.  
 
Most residents receive their water from the Village of Garden City. 
However, a few homes in the western section receive their water 
from the Water Authority of Western Nassau County.  



 Page 5 EPOA NEWS 

 
Civic Beautification Committee Report—Althea Robinson 
 
 The Village Civic Beautification Committee consists of representatives of our four property owners’ 
associations, who work in cooperation with Kevin Ocker, Chairman of the Board of Commissioners of  
Cultural and Recreational Affairs, and Michael Dydik, General Parks Supervisor. The group meets twice a 
year to plan seasonal floral displays that provide a sequence of blooms at more than 21 sites throughout 
the Village. 
 This past spring/summer, tulips bloomed throughout the business districts and pink and white  
petunias filled more than 100 baskets along Franklin Avenue, Seventh Street and New Hyde Park Road. 
Red, white and blue flowers surround our Village monuments; and additional cherry trees were added on  
Cherry Valley Avenue 
 This fall, cabbage, kale plants and marigolds will be added to existing plantings around the Village 
clock area at the Franklin and Stewart Avenue intersection; and fall displays have been enhanced on the 
Village Green. Additional perennials have been added along Franklin Avenue to fill in bare spots as  
annuals fade, and mums in fall shades will be ablaze. 
 The volunteer Civic Beautification Committee is appointed by the Mayor of Garden City to repre-
sent each POA. Representatives work along with Messrs. Ocker and Dydik to both designate and design 
various landscape improvements. The CBC will meet again in January 2018 to plan spring plantings. 
 The Committee’s chairperson customarily serves from the POA represented by the Mayor.  
Currently the Committee is chaired by Kathleen Auro (Estates POA) who will serve throughout Mayor 
Brian Daughney’s term. Representing the other three POAs are Suzie Alvey (WPOA), Althea Robinson 
(EPOA) and Patty Siler (CPOA). 
   
 

 
What is the EPOA? 

 
     The Garden City Eastern Property Owners’ Association (EPOA) is an organization that represents the 
residents of the Eastern section of the Village in the governmental structure set forth by the Community 
Agreement of 1919. It is the largest of Garden City’s four POAs, representing approximately 40 percent of 
the Village population. There are 19 elected Directors, five of whom are EPOA officers.  
 
What does the EPOA do?  
     The EPOA serves two critical functions: 
1. It provides the mechanism for nominating candidates for election to the Village Board of Trustees 
(BOT) and the School Board through the Garden City East Nominating Committee, composed of 15 elect-
ed East residents. This committee traditionally seeks to select people for Mayor and Trustee who have 
experience working within the POAs to ensure that our Village officials bring to the table an overall under-
standing of the Village infrastructure, the various commissions and the Village Code, as well as the duties 
and responsibilities of a mayor and trustee vested by New York State. 
 
2. It serves as a civic association, so that residents can bring concerns to their POA as well as the BOT. 
To promote communication and cooperation among all four POAs, the section presidents and vice presi-
dents form the Joint Conference Committee to discuss issues that affect the Village as a whole, and to 
create village-wide awareness of issues that are unique to any given section. 
 
     Our motto is “progress through participation.” The Village Trustees and the Officers, Directors and 
Representatives of the EPOA are volunteers. The only prerequisites they share are a desire for local in-
volvement, civic pride and a belief in serving the greater good of the community. 
 
EPOA Mission Statement 
      “To promote the property interests of the residents of Garden City, East, to uphold and sustain their 
vested property rights and to give advancement and encouragement to all things which may be deemed 
for their general benefit of the locality now known as Garden City, East, and generally embracing that ter-
ritory situated to the East of Garden City.” - From the Certificate of Incorporation for the Eastern Property 
Owners’ Association, Inc.  
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Cultural and Recreation Affairs—Ken Moody 
 
 
Upcoming Senior Trips 
 
Thursday, October 19 – Kykuit, the Rockefeller Estate.  We will take a coach bus to Westchester County 
where we will receive a guided tour of Kykuit, the home to four generations of the Rockefeller fami-
ly. After exploring the mansion and its grounds we will head to lunch at a local waterfront restaurant. The 
cost of this trip will be $105, checks only made payable to Rendezvous Travel. 
  
Wednesday, November 8 at noon – Westbury Manor for lunch and “Fiddler on the Roof”. We will travel by 
recreation bus to Westbury Manor and return when the show ends. The cost of this trip will be $40, 
checks only made payable to Plaza Theatrical Productions. 
  
Tuesday, November 14 at 2 pm – “Married to Broadway” featuring the stars of “Les Miserables” at NYCB 
Theatre in Westbury. We will travel by recreation bus and enjoy this musical revue, returning when the 
show is over. This trip is FULL. 
  
Wednesday, December 6 – Metropolitan Museum of Art and Bryant Park. We will travel by coach bus to 
the Metropolitan, where we will have time to view the Michelangelo exhibit as well as the MET’s famous 
Christmas tree and crèche and the many other wonderful treasures the museum holds. Lunch will be on 
your own at the museum. We will then visit Bryant Park’s Winter Village and Holiday Market before we 
head home. Please be advised that walking is involved in both the museum and Bryant Park. The cost of 
this trip is $67, checks only made payable to Rendezvous Travel. 
 
Monday, December 11 - Join Garden City Recreation and Parks on a Senior Trip to the Metropolitan Opera 
House for a Performance of Vincenzo Bellini’s “Norma”. 
We will travel by coach bus, leaving St. Paul’s parking lot around 3:15 pm. When we arrive, dinner will be 
on your own. There are many restaurants in the neighborhood. Show time is at 7:30 pm and we will trav-
el home when the opera is over. The cost of each ticket will be $85, checks only made payable to 
Jo Falabella.  
 

To register for any of these trips, please visit the Recreation Office at 108 Rockaway Ave. 

Senior Center 
 
The Senior Center’s October calendar is available, listing all special events and daily activities. Monthly 
calendars may be picked up at the Senior Center or may be viewed on our website at 
www.gardencityrecreation.org. 
 
Recreation Programs 

Registrations for all our fall youth programs are beginning. Our youth programs include: 
Dance for ages 4 and up 
Roller Hockey for kids in grades Kindergarten through 9 
Tennis for ages 4 and up 
Yoga for ages 6 through 15 
After school Legos for ages 6 through 12 
US Sport Institute’s Squirts T-Ball, Soccer, and Multisport programs for ages 2 through 6 
Flag Football for grades 3 through 8 
 
Adult Tennis Lessons  
Registration for the fall session of our Adult Tennis Lessons has now started. Classes are played at the 
Community Park Tennis Center. Our ten-week, one-hour classes cost $260. Classes begin the week of 
September 25. 
 

continued on page 7 
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Cultural and Recreation Affairs continued 
 
 
 
Adult Fall Roller Hockey 
 
The Recreation & Parks Department will offer its roller hockey program at Community Park. This pro-
gram will be open to residents of the Village of Garden City ages 30 and over according to the following 
schedule: Sundays beginning September 10 at 7:15 pm. The price for this program is $90.00 
 
Adult Co-Ed Volleyball 
 
Exciting adult co-ed volleyball action awaits you Thursday evenings from 7:30 to 10:00 pm in the St. 
Paul’s Field House. This co-ed volleyball program features “recreational oriented” games and is a great 
way to meet people while you exercise. This program is open to all Village residents who are college age 
or older. There is no pre-registration required for this program, but proof of residency in GC is required. 
The program begins the Thursday after Columbus Day and ends the Thursday before Memorial Day. 
 
Adult Co-Ed Soccer 
 
Our indoor soccer is offered during the school year to adults aged 18 and older who are residents of GC. 
This free program is held on Thursday evenings from 8:30 to 10:00 pm in St. Paul’s Field House. Games 
are strictly pick-up. Photo ID is required. This program is offered from November through March. 
 
Men’s Open Basketball 
 
Show off your best movies during the Open Basketball Program, which is held each Monday and 
Wednesday evening from 7:30 to 10:00 pm in the St. Paul’s Field House. Games are strictly pick-up, and 
our supervisors keep things moving and work to involve all the participants. This program is open to all 
Village residents who are college age or older, proof of GC residency required, no pre-registration. The 
program begins the Wednesday after Columbus Day and ends the Wednesday before Memorial Day. 
 
Men's Over 40 Basketball 
 
Every Monday and Wednesday evening brings out the over 40 age group for an evening of basketball 
at St. Paul’s Field House. The program is held from 7:30 to 10:00 pm, and games are strictly pick-up. No 
pre-registration but proof of GC residency is required. The program begins the Wednesday after Colum-
bus Day and ends the Wednesday before Memorial Day. 
 
Community Park Field Project 
 
Recreation and Parks held the grand opening of our multi-use turf field at Community Park on Thursday, 
August 17. This new field can accommodate soccer and football as well as boys’ and girls’ lacrosse 
games. It is fully booked to the community based groups this fall. Also, on Monday September 18 we 
received delivery of the new bleachers for the multi-sport field. We will also place several bleachers by 
the restroom building side of the field as well. 
 
Neighborhood Parks 
 
We are starting the renovation of Hemlock ball field at the end of September, removing infield grass and 
replacing with new sod, regrading and installing new Beam Clay, which is a new product that will provide 
ease in maintenance and better playing conditions. The Tullamore ball field will be next. 
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School Board Report—Bob Martin 

  The summer of 2017 was an extremely active one for the District and the School Board. Several 
construction projects were undertaken and the Board began the process of hiring a Superintendent of 
Schools.  
 
Construction Projects: Every summer walls are painted and floors are refinished in each building. This 
summer the district’s three community-approved Capital Reserve Fund projects – the new turf field and 
track at the high school, new auxiliary gym windows, and the middle school breezeway windows – all 
moved forward. The new turf field was ready for the first football game, and the gym windows were in-
stalled before the opening of school. The middle school windows were delayed by a late delivery, but the 
project should be completed before you read this article. Work is also underway on the placement of an 
emergency generator at the administration building.  

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
New windows at the high school auxiliary gym. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        

Superintendent of Schools:  After the appointment of Dr. Alan Groveman as the Interim Superinten-
dent, our focus shifted to finding a new Superintendent. Our goal is to have the next Superintendent in 
place by July 1, 2018.  A request for proposals was mailed to several executive search firms with exper-
tise in finding and placing school district Superintendents. Three firms were interviewed, with the firm of 
Hazard, Young, Attea & Associates (HYA) selected in July to assist the Board’s search. In September, af-
ter the opening of school, the Board and HYA met to finalize the first phase of the search.   

One of the critical first steps in the search process is to develop a profile of the desired leadership quali-
ties of the next Superintendent. The process is designed to be inclusive of community stakeholders. To 
that end, HYA planned meetings on September 18 and 19 with District employees. Two open community 
forums will be held: September 28 at 7:30 pm in the High School library, and September 29 at 9:30 am 
in the Garden City Public Library. If you are unable to attend the forums, please fill out the online survey 
posted on the School District website. The survey closes on October 2. All comments to HYA are confi-
dential. HYA will compile the results and present a Leadership Profile Report to the community as part of 
the School Board meeting on October 11.   
 
High School Starting Time: Last spring, the Starting Time Committee presented its report to the 
Board. Extensive discussion followed and several questions were asked of the Committee. The Commit-
tee continued its research and presented a follow-up report to the Board in September. The academic 
research is clear that adolescents have circadian rhythms different that those of younger children and 
adults. High School students can benefit from a later school starting time. However, in a School District 
no change is accomplished in a vacuum. The Committee’s four initial options were reduced to two with 
further analysis conducted on both remaining options. The fiscal impact of either change is stark. The 
increased costs range from $325,0000 in the first option to $555,000 for the second option. While these  
 

continued on page 9 
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amounts are not insurmountable in a budget of $112 million, the tax cap places additional financial pres-
sure on our District, particularly when enrollment increases.   
 
Enrollment Increases: The tax cap has no adjustment for increases in enrollment. This summer saw 
an almost unprecedented increase in the number of new students in all grades. Increases in the number 
of students totaled 100 with the following distribution: 45 in the Primary Schools, 25 in the Elementary 
Schools, 13 in the Middle School and 17 in the High School. The increase of 35 new students in kinder-
garten was not predicted by the recent demographic report. There is classroom space in the buildings. 
Five new teachers were hired, plus a nurse and 1.5 FTE teacher aides to meet the increased enrollment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
District Administrative Goals: The Board and Administration are proud of the excellent learning envi-
ronment in our schools and achievements of our students. In order to continue to be an outstanding 
school district, we emphasize a detailed program of continuous improvement. The presentation of District 
Goals given on September 6 is posted on the District web site. A few highlights follow: 

“DOING” 
Continue initiatives for college and career vocabulary Tier III 
Continue curriculum reviews in Social Studies, World Language, Health and Reading 
Redefine College & Career Ready 
Continue Capital Reserve projects and planning 
Complete District wise security projects 
Continue to work with NYSED for approval of Smart School Bond allocation 
Complete updates for “Special Education” policies and procedures 

      “To Do” 
District wide scope and review of Communication and Technology 
Implement and evaluate Professional Development Plan (PDP) including Micro credentials 
Initiate Spotlight curriculum review of ART 
Develop and implement plan for Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) 
Complete negotiations with multiple bargaining units 
Select new Math text/Resources for K-6 
Update and revise Next Generation Learning standards (previously Common Core) 
Assimilate and mentor new teachers and administrators 
Plan and prioritize for possibility of future New Bond 

 
 Please participate in the online survey to help us determine the leadership profile desired in our 
next Superintendent. Thank you for your continued support of our schools.   
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Library News—Charlie Murphy 
 

The Garden City Public Library had a very successful summer. In fact, the staff was able to deliver 
many excellent programs and services to our community. A few highlights: 

  
• 440 children were involved with our Summer Reading Club. 
• The Children’s Department held forty-six programs involving 1,182 children. 
• The young adult librarian, Ms. Laura Giunta, held an incredible solar eclipse workshop for our 

“tweens” and also was able to provide 110 pairs of solar eclipse glasses to residents of all ages. 
• The “Teens and Tots” reading/crafts program was a splash at the Garden City pool. 
• The “Friends” and library staff provided hundreds of books poolside for our residents.  
  
 

The library continues to update the facilities, including: 
  

• New furniture added to the Children’s Room. Improving this environment is the library’s #1 
     priority. 
• New study carrels were added to the library--more places for people to work or study. 
• Additional furniture has been placed in the reference area—new tables and chairs, work and  
     reading spots for residents. 
• The Library Board made a decision to purchase additional security cameras for the library, in  
     particular for the Children's Room, as a safety measure for our youngest residents. 

 
  

The Library Board continues to plan for a future renovation. Last year, our architect shared a num-
ber of low cost ideas to enhance the facility and move the library into a more 21st century model. Dur-
ing August, the Library Board discussed a proposal from WBG (Whalen Berez Group) and their ideas to 
modernize the library in a simple, cost effective manner. These discussions will continue at upcoming 
Board meetings.  

 
  

--Upcoming Library Programs of Note—See EventKeeper for all of our programs--  
 

Friends Movie Matinee, Mondays at 1:30 pm.  November is Audrey Hepburn Month. 
 

November 13 – Roman Holiday, 1953 
November 20 – Sabrina, 1954 

November 27 – How to Steal a Million, 1966  
 

Pre-School Halloween Party 
 

Thursday, October 26, 10:15 – 11:30 am (unlimited participation and no registration) 
 

Tween Quidditch Program (Harry Potter Fans in Grades 4-7) 
 

Saturday, November 18, 1:00 -2:00 pm.  Registration Begins Monday, October 30.  
 
 
 

For additional information about the library’s programs and services, please visit the website at 
www.gardencitypl.org.  

http://www.gardencitypl.org
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Facts of the East—Bill Bellmer 
 

    Mineola-Garden City Freight Yard 
 
A four-track 50-car LIRR freight yard once existed on the land east of Franklin Ave. and north of 12th St. 
It was attached to the original single-track LIRR line that was built in 1838 and that ran from Mineola to 
Hempstead (the right-of-way still exists south of 11th St.). In the heyday of railroad freight operations on 
Long Island it served the Mineola and Garden City area and included a large freight house, opened in 
1911. The line and yard tracks were electrified in 1927, as were most LIRR sidings of the time to allow 
the use of electric locomotives for switching operations instead of steam. Just south of the yard was the 
Earl Gillespie Lumber Co. (where Bloomingdale’s was then built, now Sears), which existed until 1971 
and which furnished building materials for many homes in the Village. A rail spur that was installed in the 
1870s went west across Franklin Ave. and Golf Club Lane just north of the Senior Center to the Water 
Works at Cherry Valley Ave. It allowed coal to be provided for the steam engines that powered its water 
pumps. The spur was removed in 1951, but the abutment for the trestle to dump coal still exists behind 
the Water Works. 
 
In February of 1956 the yard was the destination for a special train used by the people of Lord & Taylor 
who came out from New York to attend the opening of their new store in Garden City. 
 
In 1970 the yard was dismantled and the property sold for construction of the Pepitone office complex, 
now known as the Franklin Avenue Plaza. 

View of the freight yard facing south in 1954. The freight house is at left center. Franklin Ave. is at right, 
11th St. at top, and the new County Seat Drive with buildings under construction at left. The Gillespie 
Lumber Co. is at top center and the Fairchild Sons Funeral home is below it at the NE corner of 12th St. 
Note the boxcars on a diagonal in the Gillespie property on the remains of the spur to the Water Works. 
The unbuilt land was empty, just like the original Hempstead Plains. 
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Save the Date:  EPOA Public Meeting 
 

Tuesday, October 10, 7:30 pm 
 

Come to the “Meet and Greet” at 6:30 pm 
Enjoy refreshments while learning more about the EPOA 
Share your concerns and comments with the directors 

 
Garden City Fire Department 

347 Stewart Avenue at Village Hall 
 

All Residents Welcome 
 

Updates from EPOA President Tom Hogan, Village Trustees John Delany and Mark Hyer 
 

School Trustee Bob Martin and Library Trustee Charlie Murphy 
 

EAB Report on Village Water Treatment 
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